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SALVO news
Welcome to the Salvo newsletter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Steps to liberation…the time is NOW 

The image below provides an explanation of where we are and 
where we’re heading (you’ll need to zoom in). As the campaigning 
arm of Liberation Scotland, it’s we – the Salvo members – who are 
doing the hard work to get us there… 

  Six steps to liberation Credit: Dave Llewellyn (Salvo Fife) 

 

Dear members, 

You’ll notice that this newsletter has a different format from those 
emailed to you in the past. It is hoped that the different sections 
listed under Contents (left) will become regular features, and that 
some – or even, many – of you will feel encouraged to contribute 
to future editions. The best way to do this is via your hub admin 
team. 

Salvo for Liberation! 
The editor (Salvo Highlands and Islands) 

The number of people joining Liberation Scotland is increasing at a 
rapid pace; there have been approximately 4,500 new sign-ups in 
the period following the Salvo AGM alone!  So even if you only have 
the time to persuade just one new person to join, rest assured that 
you are making a difference. 



A few words from Sara: Tributes 
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Over the past three months Salvo has suffered the sudden loss of two 
irreplaceable members of its family, and all of Scotland the loss of 
perhaps the greatest political leader of our time. For some of us, these 
may also be deeply personal losses, so it is especially important to do the 
only thing we’re able to do – to honour  them for all that they have done, 
and for all that they have meant to us.

Iain Lawson 
In August, we said goodbye to Iain Lawson, the man who walked (almost) 
500 miles to try to save Ravenscraig, who fought for Scotland all his life 
whether as an MSP or activist, inspired us with the story of Estonian 
independence, kept the fires burning with his blog, Yours for Scotland, 
and chaired the Scottish National Congress steering group until the  
 Liberation Scotland Committee could be elected in its place. For all that he was, all that he 

did and all that he meant to us, we are so grateful. Though he will not be with us in body, 
he promised to be “cheering from above”; we will not let him down. 

  Lesley McEwen
In late September, sudden heart failure, untimely as it was shocking, 
deprived those who knew and loved Lesley of a magical, warm, outgoing, 
creative and generous spirit with a passion for Scotland’s liberation.  
A graphic artist, Salvo and Liberation Scotland have Lesley to thank for 
the finished graphics which began as ideas, rough sketches or, in the 
case of the Liberation logo, an oil painting! We miss her but Lesley will be 
time we use her work. 

Alex Salmond 
If one person can claim to have changed the way we saw 
ourselves, if one person made sure we stopped seeing 
independence as some vague, unrealistic possibility and saw 
it, instead, as both achievable and essential, that person was 

Alex Salmond. Now we face a clear choice. Either we make good on the vision he gave us, 
of a future free of this ‘mankit union’ or we wait, (how long?), for some other leader to 
appear and do it for us. 

Liberation will not wait, and Salvo will step up its campaign to see Scotland become a 
nation of leaders who will deliver that future – not a nation waiting to be led. 

with us every 

https://x.com/SSalyers2
https://x.com/SSalyers2
https://x.com/SSalyers2
https://x.com/SSalyers2
https://x.com/SSalyers2/status/1845361293558977020/photo/1
https://x.com/SSalyers2/status/1845361293558977020/photo/1


 Freeports Campaign Group 

What is a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) or Investment Zone? 

A Special Economic Zone (SEZ) or Investment Zone is an area within a country which has 
partial autonomy or deregulation from the ‘host’ country. In Scotland and across the UK 
incentives offered to businesses include business rates discounts, enhanced capital 
allowances for premises or machinery, a streamlined planning process, international 
promotion, access to superfast broadband and skills and training support. 

Freeports are often situated within an SEZ, the Forth Freeport has tax and/or customs sites 
in Leith, Edinburgh Airport, Grangemouth, Rosyth and Burntisland. Edinburgh and the 
South East Scotland city region deal has a total investment of £1.3bn from the Scottish 
and UK governments via the Barnett Formula, six local authorities, universities and colleges, 
the third sector and private sector. www.gov.scot Regional Growth Deals Cities and 
Regions. 

Glasgow City Region will have a total of £1.2bn investment, again from the Scottish and UK 
government via the Barnett Formula, eight local authorities across Glasgow and the Clyde 
Valley, Glasgow City, North and South Lanarkshire, East and West Dunbartonshire, 
Inverclyde, Renfrewshire and East Renfrewshire. Every area of Scotland will be covered by 
these City and regional deals, and the two freeports across the Firth of Forth and the 
Cromarty Firth. 

That’s a huge amount of public money being spent across Scotland – we should all be 
delighted, shouldn’t we? Well, no. This money is going into private and corporate 
enterprise, with minimal, if any, oversight. The returns from these investments are not 
guaranteed. Local authorities will be hit hardest because of the loss of income through 
business taxes. Where will the shortfall come from? What services will be cut due to lack of 
funds? 

There are two major issues in Scotland right now – poverty and lack of social housing. 
Neither of these issues will be addressed with these SEZs. So, who does benefit? From past 
experience, freeports did not create new jobs; they redirected employment opportunities, 
meaning relocation of the workforce. No new money was generated, only those businesses 
who took advantage of the incentives saw economic benefit. 

See the Coming Up page for details of public meetings. 
  Follow @SalvoFreeports on Twitter/X  
  Watch David Powell, Why aren’t we talking about Special Economic Zones? on The 
  Crispin Flintoff Show https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9rJNWxJQ0k  

http://www.gov.scot/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9rJNWxJQ0k


The Our Land Project 

The Our Land Project began with a simple idea, which, in turn, was based on one equally 
simple historical fact: Scotland is not – and never was – part of a territorial union with 
England. 

Facts are important, especially those that are based in law. In a resource-rich nation like 
ours, it is a disgrace that many people cannot afford to heat their homes because the 
means to heat all of our homes – the oil, the gas, the renewables – have, for far too long, 
been shamelessly appropriated by another nation just because that nation has 
perpetuated the myth that it has the right to do so.  

The Our Land project aims to achieve several objectives, including: 

• to make Scots aware that This Land is (in fact) Our Land
• to invite every Salvo member to take part, should they wish to do so
• to bring hope through this symbolic, yet very practical act, to reassert our rights to our

own land and our own resources 

Hub co-ordinators have the information and flags needed for the Our Land Project to get 
going, so here’s hoping that hundreds, or even thousands, of us will feel inspired to join in! 

If you’ve completed a Participation Information and Consent Form (emailed to all Salvo 
members and Hub Admin Teams in July), and submitted it to your hub, you can now send 
your photo, with the name of the place where it was taken, directly to media@salvo.scot  

mailto:media@salvo.scot


Salvo Choir 

Iain Lawson paid a visit to Salvo Fife just a couple of weeks before his tragic death. He was 
showing his copy of The Singing Revolution, a video that reduced him and everyone else to 
tears every time he showed it. This visit inspired a call out to the Salvo co-ordinators to 
approach their teams to form a Salvo choir. The choir met for the first time less than a week 
before Iain passed. At this initial meet up and during their first rehearsal the small choir 
performed Freedom Come All Ye, a song that is very difficult to sing, and not widely known, 
so the majority of choir members hadn’t heard it before. 

Regardless, they sang it, and a copy was sent to Iain a few days before he passed. The choir 
were then honoured by a request from Iain’s family to perform it at Iain’s funeral in Paisley 
Abbey. Despite only having two rehearsals together, and considering the nerves and 
emotions of the occasion, the Salvo choir members in attendance sang beautifully. 

The Salvo choir would like to continue and evolve into Scotland’s Singing Revolution in 
memory of Iain Lawson, but we need your help.  

If you can sing, play an instrument, write songs, or poems, please get in touch with 
Suzanne.salvo@proton.me  and tell us what you can do to help. I promise you that it’s fun 
and we all need some fun just now… 

mailto:Suzanne.salvo@proton.me
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paisleyabbey.org.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw0cI9UieJr930aPYq_fg7H2&ust=1728481013054000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCKDvmuTz_ogDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 

 News from the hubs 

 Salvo Stirling 

Some time ago in our all too brief summer, Stirling Hub decided we needed an event in 
September which could unify our members, hopefully encourage others to come along and 
generally increase interest or awareness in Liberation/Salvo. Venues were mooted and 
conversations had about content etc. which resulted in us requesting the figurehead of our 
movement, Sara Salyers be Invited to give a talk about the movement and her role within 
it. Aware of imposing upon her we were heartened as she unhesitatingly and 
magnanimously accepted.  

The intent was for a more personal question and answer session rather than a formal, 
structured format. For our Admin Team this event was a first and it was certainly jumping in 
at the deep end. On the day we were not disappointed, as Sara was her erudite self which 
was greatly appreciated. We held a raffle of various prizes and sold Salvo merchandise; funds 
raised through the raffle will go towards increasing our leafleting capability. It was good to 
see core members in attendance, with some travelling many miles, which only exhibits the 
solidarity of Salvo.  
Submitted by Margaret and Tommy on behalf of Salvo Stirling. 

News from the hubs will be a regular feature of the Salvo newsletter going forward. It will 
be good to share what our members are doing, no matter where we all are in Scotland or 
living elsewhere as part of the diaspora, not least so that we can inspire and encourage each 
other in our activism.   

If your hub has an event or activity planned for November or December, please consider 
writing a short piece about it afterwards and submit it to your hub’s admin team, along with 
a couple of photos or images, if possible. It can then be included in the December/January 
issue of the newsletter.  



Review  

Owning Our Futures Conference – Autonomy Movements in Europe 

This event, held at Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh was attended by Alex Thorburn (Salvo Dumfries 
and Galloway/Salvo Research Team) and Tom B. (Salvo Glasgow/Salvo Research Team). Below 
is the advertisement for the conference, followed by input from Alex and Tom. 

Major International Conference in Edinburgh, 5th October. 

On 5 October Scotland will host a major international conference which will, for the first time, 
bring 15 of Europe’s autonomy and independence movements together in Edinburgh to map 
out a future for Europe based on decentralisation and greater democracy. Independence 
campaigners from around the continent have this unique opportunity to get together, make 
connections, plan and learn from each other. 
Among the nations and regions attending are Greenland, the Faros, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, 
Flanders, the Veneto, Sardinia, Sicily, South Tyrol, Catalonia, the Basque Country, Corsica and 
the North of England. 
The conference is being organised by the Scottish Independence Convention in association with 
the International Commission for European Citizens, an EU-affiliated body which represents 
nations and regions seeking independence or greater autonomy. 

There were 15 regions and groups from around Europe; each were given time in one of three 
sessions to explain their own political, social and cultural situation. There were over 100 
attendees at the conference and the speakers stressed the importance of language and 
culture to their peoples and the continuation of their struggle to gain recognition and true 
representation in their political decision-making bodies. 

A number of Salvo and Liberation members were present and asked a number of pertinent 
questions in the Q&A that closed each of the 3 sessions. Here’s the question from Tom: 

“So here we are, we have 15 Nations, Regions, and Movements brought together representing 
their countries for democracy and independence. When the UN Charter was established in 1945, 
there were 51 countries signed up; today there are 173. 

Does the Panel think that we have a problem, or that something is missing from International 
Law with respect to those countries that are presently trapped and left out of the opportunity of 
self-determination? 



And that maybe there should be a clause in the Vienna Convention that includes countries that 
are not given that access or a voice to speak to the international courts etc.? For example, those 
countries that are trapped in old Treaties, or by annexation etc. due to a controlling dominant 
and overbearing state that has assumed control, rule, and dominance, which is (and would be) 
obvious colonisation for these people?  

These countries that have that dominant overbearing state would most likely have arrived there 
through annexation or a war of aggression against them. That situation would shut the smaller 
country off and shut them out and prevent ANY form of recognition in the international courts 
and it would prevent them having a voice that could be listened to. Instead, the international 
courts and the UN are only listening to the overbearing dominant states’ voice.  

Article 64 of the Vienna Convention that includes existing treaties, sets out examples of the 
emergence of new conventions and international laws and rules that would – or could be – in 
conflict with respect to Jus Cogens or Peremptory norm, and as per that conflict the treaty 
becomes void and terminates. 

The problem is that for those smaller states this conflict cannot happen, unless the smaller 
dominated state is given recognition to give it a voice, instead of only listening and accepting the 
voice of the coloniser. How else would the international courts or the world know what is going 
on? So does the panel think that the UN needs to pick up and look at this hot potato?” 

Apart from the interesting facts that we were able to glean from the conference, several 
international contacts were made that may be helpful as Salvo and Liberation Scotland begin 
their approach to sympathetic organisations and states. 

You can watch the recording of the conference here:  
IndependenceLive  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_dmI4bFHOc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_dmI4bFHOc


A day in the life of…the Salvo secretary 

This would be a very short article if I were to write about one day because how busy I am 
is dependent on what day of the week it is. So instead, I thought I would write a brief 
description of the tasks that are involved in my role as Salvo Secretary. 

The Admin Team have a weekly meeting, usually on a Monday. I start the ball rolling by 
asking all members of the team to submit any items they wish to have included in the 
agenda. Once the deadline has passed, I draw up the agenda and distribute it to all 
members along with the details of the Zoom meeting. The meeting itself can last for 
anything up to two hours and it is my job to minute what happens during the meeting; 
recording discussions and decisions, and tasks allocated to individuals. It is my preference 
to write the minute as soon as possible after each meeting closes. I always sleep better 
after the task is complete and the document has been distributed to each member.  

It is also my job to monitor general email enquiries – something that I particularly enjoy. I 
have developed many email ‘friendships’ with regular correspondents. It can be hectic 
though immediately following a membership-wide email. Since it is also my responsibility 
to send these emails out, many members’ comments come directly back to me. The 
membership’s support is always appreciated by me, as well as by other volunteers who 
work quietly in the background. 

As organisation is one of my key strengths, I enjoy being involved in planning and co-
ordinating events like the AGM. This involves establishing agreement of the date and 
venue for the event; extending invitations to delegates and participants; allocating 
places; inviting amendments to the constitution and collating these for presentation to 
the membership, and generally running around during the event ensuring that everything 
goes smoothly. Currently, I am part of a steering group tasked with organising a strategy 
development meeting which is in its early stages. 

I couldn’t write this without mentioning Signal; a secure online messaging tool to enable 
swift communication within groups. Some of you may belong to your hub’s Signal group. I 
find it a mixed blessing. Yes, it enables discussions and quick decisions but can also be 
quite overwhelming if you’re a member of several groups! 

In conclusion I would say that the role of secretary is a demanding but rewarding one. 
Working towards the achievement of Salvo/Liberation’s goals brings its own satisfaction. 

Jan Hendry (Salvo secretary/Salvo Lanarkshire) 



 On the road with the Merch Team 

The team made their second appearance a week later at the Salvo AGM at the Mercure Hotel 
In Glasgow when many members got the chance to meet – and appreciate – the workers 
behind the merchandise for the first time. Next stop Elgin… 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                        

  

Hope Over Fear, Saturday 14th 
September, George Square, 
Glasgow (right) 
The Merch Team out and about 
again with their Salvo hub 
buddies who were likely on a tea 
break when this photo was 
taken… or maybe just shy? 

AUOB, Saturday 3rd August, Cooper Park, Elgin (left) 
With half the team arriving in a campervan the night before (no, not 
that one – I checked) and the others travelling up to Elgin in the 
morning, they were organised enough to be able to give Salvo 
Highlands and Islands a hand to set up their stall next door. 

Salvo was very well represented, with hubs from all over Scotland marching with their flags, 
one member from the Media Team was filming the event, three were speaking, some were 
providing the musical entertainment, the Salvo Membership Secretary was taking photos, 
and at least a third of the newly elected Liberation Scotland Committee were seen chatting 
and roaming around so, if your freedom’s delayed… 

Meanwhile, back at the Merch stall, a large quantity of hoodies, t-shirts, flags, beanies and 
badges were being exchanged for cold hard cash. The team made a grand total of £713! 

The Scottish Currency Group Conference, 
21st to 22nd September, Carnegie Hall, 
Dunfermline (left) Loads o’ money! 

  Where to next for the Salvo Merch Team? 

The Merchandise Team mostly hail from Salvo Stirling. They are 
Jeannette and her daughter, together with Johan, Dave and Ronnie. 
The team had their first outing on the 22nd of June for the march at 
Bannockburn. They managed to raise £509 on the day!  

And finally… 



Featured resources 

Graphic        

The True Nature of the ‘Union’ Credit: A. McMahon

QR code for Liberation 
Scotland 

Professor Alf Baird is a member of the 
Liberation Scotland Committee 

                                                 Book 

Radio 

High Noon with Norrie Hunter, 
featuring Sara Salyers and Colette 
Walker, Oct 6th, 2024, 
https://caledonmedia.scot/shows/high-
noon-in-depth-political-analysis/ 

Norrie (Salvo Highlands and Islands) 
Sara (Salvo Fife) 
Colette (Salvo Lanarkshire) 

Video 
The 2nd Great British Energy Heist         
The Scotland Channel, Oct 16th, 2024, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZ
s4taICTso    

https://caledonmedia.scot/shows/high-noon-in-depth-political-analysis/
https://caledonmedia.scot/shows/high-noon-in-depth-political-analysis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZs4taICTso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZs4taICTso


Coming up… 

New Hub Launch: Salvo Tayside 
Thursday 24th October from 4pm to 6pm 
Destiny 
Perth and Kinross YES Hub  
246 High Street 
Perth PH1 5QJ 

Salvo Strategy Development Meeting (refer to earlier email for details) 
 Wednesday 20th November from 11am 
 Salutation Hotel 
30-34 South Street
 Perth 
 PH2 8PH 

Meetings organized by the Freeports Campaign Group 
Glasgow SEZ public meeting   
  Sunday 27th October from 1.30pm to 4.30pm 
  Barrowfield Community Centre 
  67 Yate Street 
  Glasgow 
  G31 4AQ 

Freeports public meeting: Falkirk 
  Sunday 24th November from 1pm to 4pm 
  Westfield Park Community Centre  
  Westfield Street 
  Falkirk 
  FK2 9DX 

Independence Forum Scotland (IFS) Conference (3 delegates from Salvo) 
  Saturday 30th November from 9am to 5pm 
  Greyfriars Charteris Centre 
138-140 Pleasance

  Edinburgh 
  EH8 9RR 


	Front page - Oct-Nov
	Freeports - Oct-Nov
	Our Land - Oct-Nov
	Salvo Choir - Oct-Nov
	News From The Hubs - Stirling - Oct-Nov
	Review - Alex and Tom - Final - Oct-Nov
	A Day in the Life of the Salvo Secretary
	Coming up - Oct-Nov
	On The Road With The Merch Team - Oct-Nov



